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U.S. hitting encouraging milestones on virus deaths and shots 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 
COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. 
have dioped below 300 a 
day for the first time since 
the early days of the disas- 
ter in March 2020, while the 
drive to put shots in arms 
approached another en- 
couraging milestone Mon- 
day: 150 million Americans 
fully vaccinated. 

The coronavirus was the 
third leading cause of 
death in the U.S. in 2020, 
behind heart disease and 
cancer, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. But now, 
as the outbreak loosens its 
grip, it has fallen down the 
list of the biggest killers. 
CDC data suggests that 
more Americans are dying 
every day from accidents, 
chronic lower respiratory 
diseases, strokes or Alzhe- 


imer's disease than from 
COVID-19. 

The U.S. death toll stands at 
more than 600,000, while 
the worldwide count is 
close to 3.9 million, though 
the real figures in both cas- 
es are believed to be mark- 
edly higher. 

About 45% of the U.S. pop- 
ulation has been fully vac- 
cinated, according to the 
CDC. 

Over 53% of Americans 
have received at least 
one dose of vaccine. But 
U.S. demand for shots has 
slumped, fo the disap- 
pointment of public health 


experts. 
Dr. Ana Diez Roux, dean of 
Drexel University's school 


of public health, said the 
dropping rates of infections 
and deaths are cause for 


celebration. 
Continued on next page 
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In this June 17, 2021, file photo, an Orange County resident receives the COVID-19 vaccine at the 
Florida Division of Emergency Management mobile vaccination site at Camping World Stadium 
in Orlando, Fla. 
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Continued from Front 

But she cautioned that the 
virus still has a chance to 
soread and mutate given 
the low vaccination rates 
in some. states, including 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Ala- 
bama, Wyoming and Ida- 
ho. "So far it looks like the 
vaccines we have are ef- 
fective against the variants 
that are circulating,” Diez 
Roux said. "But the more 
time the virus is jumping 
from person to person, the 
more time there Is for vari- 
ants to develop, and some 
of those could be more 
dangerous." New cases are 
running at about 11,400 
a day on average, down 
from over a quarter-million 
per day in early January. 
Average deaths per day 
are down to about 293, ac- 
cording to Johns Hopkins 
University, after topping out 
at over 3,400 in mid-Janvu- 
ary. In New York, which suf- 
fered mightily in the spring 
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In this June 5, 2021, file eh two men talk as crowds seiner on L Street Beach in the South Boston 


neighborhood of Boston. 


of 2020, Gov. Andrew Cuo- 
mo tweeted on Monday 
that the state had 10 new 
deaths. At the height of the 


outbreak in the state, near- 
ly 800 people a day were 
dying from the coronavirus. 
Some states are faring 
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worse than others. Missouri 
leads the nation in per- 
capita COVID-19 cases 
and is fourth behind Califor- 
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nia, Florida and Texas in the 
number of new cases per 
day over the past week de- 
spite its significantly smaller 
population. 

The fall will bring new waves 
of infection, but they will be 
less severe and concen- 
trated more in places with 
low vaccination rates, said 
Amber D'Souza, a profes- 
sor of epidemiology at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health. 

"So much depends on what 
happens over the summer 
and what happens with 
children," D'Souza © said. 
“Anyone who Is not vacci- 
nated can become infect- 
ed and transmit the virus." 
Meanwhile, because of 
regulatory hurdles and 
other factors, President Joe 
Biden is expected to fall 
short of his commitment 
to share 80 million vaccine 
doses with the rest of the 
world by the end of June, 
officials said Monday.) 





High court sides with ex-athletes | in NCAA compensation case 





By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court decided 
Unanimously Monday that 
the NCAA can't enforce 
rules limiting education-re- 
lated benefits — like com- 
outers and paid internships 
— that colleges offer to stu- 
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This June 8, 2021, file photo shows the Suphenne Court in Wash- 
ington. 
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dent athletes. 

The case doesn't decide 
whether students can be 
paid salaries. Instead, the 
ruling will helo determine 
whether schools decide to 
offer athletes tens of thou- 
sands of dollars in those 
benefits for things including 
tutoring, study abroad pro- 


grams and graduate schol- 
arships. 

The high court agreed with 
Qa group of former college 
athletes that NCAA limits 
on the education-related 
benefits that colleges can 
offer athletes who play Di- 
vision | basketball and foot- 
ball are unenforceable. 
Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote 
for the court that the NCAA 
sought “immunity from the 
normal operation of the 
antitrust laws," which the 
court declined to grant. 
Under current NCAA rules, 
students cannot be paid, 
and the scholarship mon- 
ey colleges can offer is 
capped at the cost of at- 
tending the school. The 
NCAA had defended its 
rules as necessary to pre- 
serve the amateur nature 
of college sports. 

But the former athletes who 
brought the case, including 
former West Virginia foot- 
ball player Shawne Alston, 


argued that the NCAA's 
rules on education-related 
compensation were unfair 
and violate federal antitrust 
law designed to promote 
competition. The Supreme 
Court upheld a lower court 
ruling barring the NCAA 
from enforcing those rules. 
As a result of the ruling, 
the NCAA itself can't bar 
schools from sweetening 
their offers to Division | bas- 
ketball and football players 
with additional education- 
related benefits. But indi- 
vidual athletic conferenc- 
es can still set limits if they 
choose. 

"It is our hope that this vic- 
tory in the battle for college 
athletes’ rights will carry on 
a wave of justice uplifting 
further aspects of athlete 
compensation, said Steve 
Berman, an attorney for the 
former college athletes, in 
a statement following the 
ruling. ‘This is the fair treat- 
ment college athletes de- 


serve.” 
The NCAA had argued 
that a ruling for the athletes 
could lead to a blurring of 
the line between college 
and professional sports, 
with colleges trying to lure 
talented athletes by offer- 
ing over-the-top education 
benefits worth thousands of 
dollars. 

Even without the court's 
ruling, however, changes 
seem on the way for how 
college athletes are com- 
oensated. The NCAA has 
been working to amend 
its rules to allow athletes 
to profit from their names, 
images and likenesses, fre- 
quently abbreviated NIL. 
That would allow athletes 
to earn money for things 
like sponsorshio deals, on- 
line endorsement and 
oersonal appearances. 
For some athletes, those 
amounts could dwarf any 
education-related ben- 
efits. J 
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Paid in full? 


By KEVIN FREKING and LISA 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gressional negotiators and 
the White House appear 
open to striking a roughly 
$1 trillion deal on infrastruc- 
ture. But they are struggling 
with the hard part — how 
to pay for If. 

As President Joe Biden 
jumps back into the talks 
this week, the question of 
where the money will come 
from looms large. And time 
is running short to solve if. 
Biden wants fo increase 
taxes for corporations and 
those households making 
more than $400,000 a year. 
Republicans have ruled 
that out, putting forward al- 
ternatives that Democrats 
find unacceptable. 

It's a long-standing chal- 
lenge with no easy solution, 
one that puts the bipartisan 
agreement around _infra- 
structure in tension with the 
nettlesome realities of gov- 
erning. It's a problem that 
has thwarted previous at- 
tempts at an infrastructure 
bill, including during the 
Trump administration, and 
their ability to solve it now Is 
likely to determine whether 
a bipartisan accord is pos- 
sible. 

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell has said 
so-called user fees are the 
way to go. But the White 
House and key Democratic 
lawmakers oppose increas- 
ing the user fee that has 
traditionally funded road 
and bridge construction, 
the federal gas tax, even if 
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A Denver Water crew works to replace a lead water service line installed in 1927 with a new cop- 
per one ata private home on Thursday, June 17, 2021, in Denver. 


the increase Is just allowing 
it to rise at the rate of infla- 
tion from its current level of 
18.4 cents per gallon. The 
federal gas tax has not in- 
creased since 1993. 

"The president's pledge 
was not fo raise taxes on 
Americans making _ less 
than $400,000 a year, and 
the proposed gas tax or 
vehicle mileage tax would 
do exacily that," said White 
House press secretary Jen 
Psaki. "So that is a nonstart- 
er for him. I'd also note for 
the mathematicians in the 
room that only raises $40 
billion, which is a fraction 
of what this proposal would 
Cost." 


Psaki said Monday that 


Biden is expected to meet 
with lawmakers in the com- 
ing days. 

"He does not feel the time is 
Unlimited,” said Psaki, add- 
ing that "it is not weeks in his 
view In terms of moving for- 
ward and seeing if there's a 
bipartisan path forward." 
One idea under consider- 
ation is reallocating mon- 
ey already approved as 
part of COVID relief mea- 
sures. Sen. Rob Portman, 
R-Ohio, said Sunday that 
they're looking at repurpos- 
ing more than $100 billion 
from COVID relief to help 
pay for infrastructure. He 
put the onus on the White 
House to put forward other 
ideas, since Democrats are 


Biden White House launches public 
push for child tax credit 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House sought Mon- 
day to raise awareness of 
the federal government's 
new expanded child tax 
credit, which will start pay- 
ing out monthly in July 
to families with children 
who are 17 years old and 
yOUNger. 

Vice President Kamala 
Harris sooke at a recre- 
ation center in Pittsburgh 
as part of a broader push 
to promote the program in 
partnership with churches, 


schools and other organi- 
zations. 

"When more families know 
about how they can get 
the relief, that is how we 
will be able to liff our chil- 
dren out of poverty,” Har- 
ris said. The administration 
has launched the website 
httos://childtaxcredit.gov 
with details for potential 
recipients. As part of Presi- 
dent Joe Biden's $1.9 trillion 
coronavirus relief pack- 
age, eligible families can 
receive as much as $3,600 


for each child under the 
age of 6. The tax credit 
will be $3,000 annually per 
child between the ages of 
6 and 17. The payments 
are to be made monthly, 
a first for the program. 
People can register for the 
program even if they did 
not fully file their taxes. 

The program is slated to ex- 
pire after one year, though 
Biden has proposed ex- 
tending it through 2025 
with the ultimate goal of 
making it permanent.) 


Associated Press 


balking at indexing the gas 
tax to inflation or creating 
a user fee for electric ve- 
hicles. 

"The administration, there- 
fore, will need to come 
forward with some other 
ideas without raising tax- 
es, Portman said on NBC's 
“Meet the Press.” "What we 
dont want to do ts hurt 
the economy right now as 
we're coming out of this 
pandemic by raising taxes 
on working families." 

Both parties are eyeing 
funds that could be raised 
by going after tax dodgers. 
The Republicans estimate 
about $63 billion could be 
raised by beefing up en- 
forcement by the Internal 
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Revenue Service. Demo- 
crats say the amount could 
be even higher. 

Another complication — in 
the negotiations is that 
many Democrats question 
whether the size and scope 
of the infrastructure pack- 
age being discussed by 
the White House and sena- 
tors is adequate. Within the 
$1 trillion package, about 
$579 billion would be new 
spending and the remain- 
der would be a continua- 
tion of existing programs. 
Many Democrats are 
wary of a repeat of 2009, 
when Barack Obama was 
president and they spent 
months negotiating the de- 
tails of the Affordable Care 
Act with Republicans. Even- 
tually Democrats passed 
the package that became 
known as "Obamacare" on 
their own. 

"The amount of money that 
they are proposing is about 
one-quarter of what the 
president talked about in 
terms of new money. That's 
not adequate," said Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., on 
CNN's "State of the Union." 
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
has described the infra- 
structure bill being negoti- 
ated as a good start. But he 
says most Democrats don't 
believe if does enough on 
climate and also want it to 
address priorities like paid 
family leave. He is pushing 
Qa ‘two-track’ approach 
that leaves open the possi- 
bility of a far larger bill with- 
out Republican votes.) 





Vice President Kamala Harris leans in for a photograph with 
Stella Quatrini, after Harris spoke about the child tax credit 
at Brookline Memorial Recreation Center, Monday June 21, 


2021, in Pittsburgh. 
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Tornado sweeps through suburban Chicago, causing damage 
aay 


CHICAGO (AP) — A tor- 
nado swept through com- 
munities in heavily popu- 
lated suburban Chicago, 
damaging more than 100 
homes, toppling _ trees, 
knocking out power and 
causing multiple injuries, of- 
ficials said. 

There was relief Monday, 
though, as authorities re- 
ported that it appeared no 
one had died. Less than a 
dozen people were hurt in 
the tornado that touched 
down after 11 p.m. Sunday, 
and all were expected fo 
recover. 

At least eight people were 
hospitalized in Naperville, 
where 22 homes were left 
"uninhabitable" and more 
than 130 homes were 
damaged in the suburb 
of 147,500 people that's 
about 25 miles (40 kilome- 
ters) west of Chicago. 

Two people initially de- 
scribed in critical condition 
had improved by Monday 
afternoon, said Naperville 
Fire Chief Mark Puknaitis. 

‘It could have been a 
lof worse, | will say that," 
Puknaitis said. "When you 
look at the destruction that 
has occurred over this five 
square block area or so, it's 





Bridget Casey sits in the driveway of her severely damaged home with her son Nate, 16, and 


daughter Marion, 14, after a tornado swept through the area in Woodridge, Ill., 


morning, June 21, 2021. 


amazing that we can stand 
here and report that we 
only had eight people that 
were transported to a hos- 
pital." Officials in the near- 
by village of Woodridge 
said a tornado damaged 
at least 100 structures. The 
village's fire chief said three 
people were taken to hos- 


pitals, but he could not pro- 
vide more detail on their 
injuries during a Monday 
press conference. 
Woodridge Police Chief Bri- 
an Cunningham said early 
warnings likely minimized 
the number of injuries. 

It was a nighttime event, 
a lot of people were sleep- 


early Monday 


Associated Press 


ing, weren't aware of what 
was going on,’ he said. "The 
early warning got people 
to shelter. And the fact that 
there's only three people 
injured and the amount of 
devastation that's in the 
community, it's just amaz- 
ing. The storm destroyed 
the second floor of Bridget 


Casey's Woodridge home. 
She sat in a lawn chair in 
the driveway before sun- 
rise Monday. Her 16-year- 
old son, Nate, said he was 
watching TV when the 
storm swept through and 
he raced to help his mother 
get his three younger sib- 
lings to the basement. 

"| just heard a loud crash 
and I'm thinking, 'Oh, what 
are my brothers up to?' | go 
look and | see the sky, and 
then | hear my_ brothers 
screaming from the room," 
he told the Chicago Sun- 
Times.Mayor Gina Cunning- 
ham called the damage to 
homes and other property 
in the village "extensive." 
"I'm just emotional be- 
cause if is devastating to 
drive through the commvu- 
nity that | grew up in and 
worked in and share with 
sO many wonderful neigh- 
bors," she said. 

The tornado was confirmed 
by radar, and a team with 
the National Weather Ser- 
vice began surveying dam- 
age Monday to determine 
its strength and path. The 
agency said one tornado 
likely Caused damage in 
Naperville, Woodridge and 
Darien.) 





St. Louis city and county sue fo block new Missouri gun law 





In this Jan. 27, 2021 file photo, Missouri Gov. Mike Parson deliv- 
ers the State of the State address in Jefferson City, Mo. 
Associated Press 


By JIM SALTER 

Associated Press 
O'FALLON, Mo. (AP) — St. 
Louis and adjoining — St. 
Louis County filed a lawsuit 
Monday seeking to block 
Missouri's new law barring 
state and local authorities 
from enforcing federal gun 
laws, saying the law would 
increase the risk of gun vi- 
olence in a state already 


drowning in It. 

The suit filed in Cole County 
Circuit Court seeks an in- 
junction to halt enforce- 
ment of the law and to 
overturn it on the grounds 
that it violates the Constitu- 
tion's Supremacy Clause, 
which established that fed- 
eral law trumps state law. 
The law, which Republican 
Gov. Mike Parson signed 


this month, would subject 
law enforcement agencies 
with officers who know- 
ingly enforce any federal 
gun laws to a fine of about 
$50,000 per violating offi- 
cer. 

Republican lawmakers 
who championed the leg- 
islation said they were mo- 
tivated by the possibility 
that gun restrictions could 
be tightened by President 
Joe Biden's administration. 
Democrats said the law is 
Unconstitutional and pre- 
dicted it wouldn't survive a 
court challenge. 
Democratic St. Louis Mayor 
Tishaura Jones said the law 
is not only unconstitutional, 
but dangerous. She noted 
that 2020 was among the 
deadliest years ever for 
gun violence in Missouri. St. 
Louis had its deadliest year 
in a half-century. Kansas 
City, meanwhile, saw a re- 
cord number of killings last 
yeor. 


St. Louis County Executive 
Sam Page, also a Demo- 
crat, said the region can't 
orosper if people don't feel 
sate. 

“This new law Is like the state 
holding out a sign that says 
‘Come Commit Gun Vio- 
lence Here," Page said ina 
statement. 

The U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice, in a letter last week, 
warned Missouri officials 
that the state can't ignore 
federal law. Parson and At- 
torney General Eric Schmitt 
resoonded that they still 
plan to enforce the new 
law. 

Schmitt's sookesman, Chris 
Nuelle, called the lawsuit 
Qa "partisan" maneuver by 
“orogressive politicians." 
"We will continue our ef- 
forts to prosecute violent 
crime, and we will not shy 
away from defending the 
Second Amendment rights 
of law abiding citizens," Nu- 
elle said. 


The state law also prompt- 
ed the resignation of the 
police chief of O'Fallon, a 
St. Louis suburb that is home 
to about 89,000 people 
and is the state's seventh- 
largest city. The outgoing 
chief, Philio Dupuis, said in 
a statement this month that 
the law would "decrease 
public safety and increase 
frivolous lawsuits designed 
to harass and penalize 
good, hard-working law 
enforcement agencies." 
Several states passed simi- 
lar laws this year, including 
Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, 
Montana, Oklahoma, Ten- 
nessee, Texas and West 
Virginia. Missouri's law went 
further than most in its possi- 
ble punishments for officers 
who do enforce federal 
gun laws. 

Several states also passed 
similar laws during Barack 
Obama's time in the White 
House, but judges ruled 
against them.) 
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By LORNE COOK 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The United 
States, the European Union, 
Britain and Canada joined 
forces Monday to impose 
sanctions on several senior 
officials in Belarus over the 
forced diversion to Minsk of 
a passenger plane travel- 
ling between two EU coun- 
tries last month. 

Asset freezes and travel 
bans were also imposed on 
a number of officials linked 
to the security crackdown 
that continues to rock the 
country some 10 months af- 
ter President Alexander Lu- 
kashenko was returned to 
power in elections brand- 
ed by the EU and others as 
“fraudulent.” 

"We are united in our deep 
concern regarding the Lu- 
kashenko regime's con- 
tinuing attacks on human 
rights, fundamental free- 
doms, and_ international 
law," the four said in a joint 
statement. 

"We are committed to sup- 
port the long-suppressed 
democratic aspirations of 
the people of Belarus and 
we stand together to im- 
pose costs on the regime 
for its blatant disregard 
of international commit- 
ments," they said. 

The EU hit seven people 
and one entity over the 
“forced and unlawful" land- 
ing of the Ryanair plane, 
which was traveling from 
Greece to Lithuania when 
it was ordered to stop in 
Minsk, where authorities ar- 
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EU, U.S., U.K., Canada join forces to slap sanctions on Belarus 





European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, right, greets Belarusian opposition politician 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya during a European Foreign Affairs Ministers meeting at the European 
Council building in Luxembourg, Monday, June 21, 2021. 


rested Raman Pratasevich, 
Qa dissident journalist who 
was one of the passengers. 
The four called on Minsk to 
cooperate with an interna- 
tional probe into the inci- 
dent, immediately release 
all political prisoners, and 
“enter into a comprehen- 
sive and genuine political 
dialogue" with the demo- 
cratic opposition and civil 
society. 

Among those’ targeted 
by the United States were 
close Lukashenko associ- 
ates, those accused of 
helping to violently suppress 
peaceful protests since last 
year and others alleged to 
have orchestrated fraud 


during the elections. 

At a meeting in Luxem- 
bourg, EU foreign ministers 
also prepared a series of 
economic measures that 
are aimed at hitting Lu- 
kashenko and his allies. EU 
leaders are expected fo 
endorse them at a summit 
in Brussels on Thursday. 

The EU has gradually ratch- 
eted up sanctions since Lu- 
kashenko — dubbed the last 
dictator in Europe — won a 
sixth term last August. 

But the 27-nation bloc has 
taken a harder approach 
since the Ryanair incident, 
and over the country's al- 
leged use of migrants to 
oressure neighboring Lithu- 
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ania, which has provided 
a safe-haven to Belarusian 
opposition figures and is 
one of Lukashenko's most 
vocal critics. 

Among their actions Mon- 
day, the ministers imposed 
travel bans and asset freez- 
es on 78 Belarus officials 
and froze the assets of 8 
“entities,” which are usually 
companies, banks, or as- 
sociations. If means that a 
total of 166 people and 15 
entities are now under EU 
restrictive measures. 

"This decision was made in 
view of the escalation of 
serious human rights vio- 
lations in Belarus and the 
violent repression of civil 


society, democratic op- 
position and journalists," a 
statement said. 

EU foreign policy chief Jo- 
seo Borrell, who chaired 
the meeting, said the eco- 
nomic sanctions "are going 
to hurt ... the economy of 
Belarus heavily." 

The measures are likely to 
include action against the 
export of potash -— a com- 
mon fertilizer ingredient — 
tobacco industry exports 
and petroleum products, 
among others. 

"We will no longer just sanc- 
tion individuals. We will now 
also impose sectoral sanc- 
tions -- meaning that we 
will now get to work on the 
economic areas that are of 
particular significance for 
Belarus and for the regime's 
income," German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas said. 
“We want to make very, 
very clear to Lukashen- 
ko that there is no going 
back," Maas said. 

Maas said the 27 EU coun- 
tries stand united on sanc- 
tions "We are really very, 
very determined not fo 
budge, not just today 
-- nothing about this will 
change in the coming 
weeks and months, he 
said. 

Lithuanian Foreign Minister 
Gabrielius Landsbergis said 
EU countries had thought 
only a month ago that tt still 
might be possible to rea- 
son with Lukashenko but 
that "the mood is different 
now.') 


Germany gets Ist military rabbi in over a century 


BERLIN (AP) — The German 


military got its first rabbi in 
over a century Monday, 
with the inauguration to 
the post of Hungarian-born 
Zsolt Balla at a synagogue 
in Leipzig. 

The German = govern- 
ment in 2019 approved a 
proposal by the Central 
Council of Jews to restore 
religious counseling — for 
Jews serving in the armed 
forces. 

"This was unthinkable for 
decades and still cant 
be taken for granted," the 
head of the Central Coun- 
cil, Josef Schuster, said. 
‘Thats why we have. alll 


reason to be happy and 
grateful today." 

During World War I, many 
Jews fought for Germany 
and dozens of rabbis are 
known to have performed 
pastoral work in the mili- 
tary. After Adolf Hitler 
came to power in 1933, 
the Nazis excluded Jews 
from all soheres of public 
life, later murdering millions 
in the Holocaust. 

Schuster said Balla would 
ensure Jewish soldiers can 
serve in the military in line 
with their religious rules, 
and also teach non-Jewish 
soldiers about Judaism's 
traditions and holy days, 


thereby helping reduce 
prejudice. 

The 42-year-old rabbi, who 
was ordained in 2009, said 
he felt "incredibly gratitude 
to be allowed fo live in a 
country that faces its past 
but has also resolved to go 
forward and actively make 
the world better." 
According to German 
news agency dpa, there 
are about 300 Jews in 
Germany's 180,000-strong 
Bundeswehr. About half of 
the country's military be- 
long to a Christian denomi- 
nation, while 3,000 are 
Muslim. The German army 
already had only Catholic 








Zsolt Balla, State Rabbi of Saxony, stands in the synagogue in 
Leipzig, Germany, Monday June 21, 2021, after his induction 
into the office of Military Rabbi of the Armed Forces. 


and Lutheran chaplains, 
and there are plans to in- 


troduce_ Muslim 
counseling in future.) 
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lran president-elect takes hard line, refuses to meet Biden 


By ISABEL DEBRE and JON 
GAMBRELL 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — lran's president- 
elect staked out a hard-line 
position Monday in his first 
remarks since his landslide 
election victory, rejecting 
the possibility of meeting 
with President Joe Biden or 
negotiating Tehran's bal- 
listic missile program and 
support of regional militias. 
The comments by Ebrahim 
Raisi offered a blunt pre- 
view of how Iran might deal 
with the wider world in the 
next four years as it enters 
a new stage in negotiations 
to resurrect its now-tattered 
2015 nuclear deal with 
global powers. 

The news conference in 
Tehran also marked the 
first time the judiciary chief 
found himself confronted 
on live television about his 
role in the 1988 mass ex- 
ecution of political prison- 
ers at the end of the lran- 
lraq war. Raisi offered no 
specific resoonse to that 
dark chapter in Iranian his- 
tory, but appeared con- 
fident and defiant as he 
described himself as a "de- 
fender of human rights." 
Behind a sea of micro- 
phones, mostly from media 
in Iran and countries home 
to Tehran-backed millitias, 
Raisi took questions ranging 
from his views on the nvu- 
clear talks to relations with 
regional rival Saudi Arabia. 
He appeared nervous at 
the start of the hourlong 
session but grew increas- 
ingly at ease as he re- 
turned to vague campaign 
themes of promoting Iran's 
economic _ self-sufficiency 
and combating corruption. 
The 60-year-old _ cleric, 
a protege of Iranian Svu- 
opreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, swept nearly 
62% of the 28.9 million votes 
in Friday's presidential elec- 
tion, which saw the lowest 
turnout in the Islamic Re- 
public's history. Millions of 
lranians stayed home in de- 
fiance of a vote they saw 
as tioped in Raisi's favor af- 
ter a panel under Khame- 
nei disqualified prominent 
reformist candidates and 
allies of relatively moder- 
ate President Hassan Rovu- 
hani. Tehran province had 
a staggeringly low 34% 





Iran's new President-elect Ebrahim Raisi waves to participants at the conclusion of his press con- 
ference in Tehran, Iran, Monday, June 21, 2021. 


turnout, roughly half of 
orevious years, with many 
polling stations noticeably 
deserted. 

Concerning the talks over 
lran's nuclear deal, Raisi 
promised to salvage the 
accord to secure relief 
from U.S. sanctions that 
have devastated the Irani- 
an economy. But he ruled 
out any limits to Iran's missile 
capabilities and support for 
regional militias — among 
other issues viewed by 
Washington as shortcom- 
ings of the landmark deal 
that the Biden administra- 
tion wants addressed. 

It's nonnegotiable," Raisi 
said of Iran's ballistic missile 
program, adding that the 
U.S. “is obliged to lift all op- 
pressive sanctions against 
lran." 

Tehran's fleet of attack air- 
craft largely dates back 
to before the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, forcing — Iran 
to instead invest in mis- 
siles as a hedge against its 
regional Arab neighbors, 
which have bought bil- 
lions of dollars in American 
military hardware over the 
years. Those missiles, with 
a self-imposed range limit 
of 2,000 kilometers (1,240 
miles), can reach across 
the Mideast and U.S. mili- 
tary bases in the region. 
lran also supports militant 
groups like Yemen's Houthi 


rebels and Lebanon's He- 
Zbollah to bolster its influ- 
ence and counter its re- 
gional foes. 

When asked about a pos- 
sible meeting with Biden, 
Raisi curtly answered: "No." 
He frowned and_= stared 
ahead, without elaborat- 
ing. His moderate compe}ti- 
tor in the election, Abdol- 
nasser Hemmati, had sug- 
gested during campaign- 
ing that he might be willing 
to meet Biden. 

The White House did not 
immediately respond to 
Raisi's statements. Raisi will 
become the first serving 
lranian president sanc- 
tioned by the U.S. govern- 
ment even before entering 
office, in part over his time 
as the head of Iran's inter- 
nationally criticized judicia- 
ry — a situation that could 
complicate state visits and 
soeeches at international 
forums such as the United 
Nations. 

Raisi's election vaults hard- 
liners to top posts across 
the government as negoti- 
ations grind on in Vienna to 
try to rescue Tehran's nucle- 
ar deal, which lifted sanc- 
tions on Iran in exchange 
for curbs on its atomic pro- 
gram. 

In 2018, then-U.S. President 
Donald Trump unilaterally 
withdrew America from 
the agreement, setting off 


Associated Press 


months of spiraling tensions 
across the Middle East. 
Trump's decision has, over 
time, seen Iran abandon 
every limitation on enrich- 
ment. Tehran is now en- 
riching uranium to 60%, its 
highest level ever, though 
still short of weapons-grade 
90%. Diplomats from parties 
to the deal returned to their 
capitals for consultations 
following the latest round 
of negotiations Sunday. 
With the collapse of the 
deal, Rouhani and his fel- 
low moderates watched 
their popularity plummet. 
Now, the ascendancy of 
a hard-liner hostile to the 
West has stoked concerns 
about the future of the ac- 
cord and regional stability. 
But in his remarks Monday, 
Raisi emphasized the deal's 
importance, describing 
sanctions relief as "central 
to our foreign policy" and 
exhorting the U.S. fo "return 
and implement your com- 
mitments." 

On Sunday, months after 
lranian = officials warned 
that U.S. sanctions were 
hampering their ability to 
procure parts for Iran's sole 
nuclear plant at Bushehr, 
the facility underwent an 
Unexplained emergency 
shutdown. 

Whether lran and the U.S. 
will be able to move be- 
yond the deal to discuss 
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further thorny issues remains 
in question, however. 

"No matter the timing, a 
U.S.-lran agreement in Vi- 
enna leaves unanswered 
whether the United States 
can achieve a_ broader 
rapprochement with an 
lran led by an avowed pro- 
ponent of the core tenets 
of lran's Islamic Revolu- 
tion,” the New York-based 
Soufan Center said in an 
analysis. 

On Saudi Arabia, which 
has recently started secret 
talks with lran in Baghdad 
over several points of con- 
tention, Raisi said that Iran 
would have "no problem" 
with a possible reopening 
of the Saudi Embassy in 
Tehran and that the "resto- 
ration of relations faces no 
barrier." The embassy shut 
down in 2016 as relations 
deteriorated. 

Raisi disolayed defiance 
when asked about the 
1988 executions, which 
saw sham retrials of politi- 
cal prisoners, militants and 
others that would become 
known as "death commis- 
SIONS." 

After lran's then-Sucreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini accepted a U.N.- 
brokered cease-fire, mem- 
bers of the Iranian opposi- 
tion group Mujahedeen- 
e-Khalg, heavily armed by 
Saddam Hussein, stormed 
across the lranian border 
from lraq in a surprise aft- 
tack. Iran blunted their as- 
sault. 

The trials began around 
that time, with defendants 
asked to identify them- 
selves. Those who respoond- 
ed "mujahedeen' were sent 
to their deaths, while others 
were questioned about 
their willingness to "clear 
minefields for the army of 
the Islamic Republic," ac- 
cording to a 1990 Amnesty 
International report. Inter- 
national rights groups esti- 
mate that as many as 5,000 
people were executed. 
Raisi served on the commis- 
SIONS. 

On Monday, there was no 
somber tone. 

‘| am proud of being a 
defender of human rights 
and of people's security 
and comfort as a prosecu- 
tor wherever | was," Raisi 
said.L) 
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Fear shakes Mexico border city after violence leaves 18 dead 


By ALFREDO PENA 
Associated Press 

CIUDAD VICTORIA, Mexico 
(AP) — Fear has invaded 
the Mexican border city 
of Reynosa after gunmen 
in vehicles killed 14 peo- 
ple, including taxis drivers, 
workers and a nursing stu- 
dent, and security forces 
resoonded with operations 
that left four suspects dead. 
While this city across the 
border from McAllen, Texas 
is used to cartel violence as 
a key trafficking point, the 
14 victims in Saturday's at- 
tacks appeared to be what 
Tamaulipas Gov. Francisco 
Garcia Cabeza de Vaca 
called "innocent citizens" 
rather than members of 
one gang killed by a rival. 
Local businessman Misael 
Chavarria Garza said many 
businesses closed early Sat- 
urday after the attacks and 
people were very scared 
as helicopters flew over- 
head. On Sunday, he said 
“the people were quiet as 
if nothing had happened, 
but with a feeling of an- 
ger because now crime 
has happened to innocent 
people.’ 

"It's not fair," said taxi driver 
Rene Guevara, adding 
that among the dead were 
two of his fellow taxi drivers 
whom he defended and 
said were not involved in 
crime. 

The attacks took place 
in several neighborhoods 
in eastern Reynosa, ac- 
cording to the Tamaulipas 
state agency that coordi- 


nates security forces, and 
sparked a deployment of 
the military, National Guard 
and state police across the 
city. Images posted on so- 
cial media showed bodies 
in the streets. 

Authorities say they are in- 
vestigating the attacks and 
haven't provided a motive. 
But the area's criminal ac- 
tivity has long been domi- 
nated by the Gulf Cartel 
and there have been frac- 
tures within that group. Ex- 
perts say there has been an 
internal struggle within the 
group since 2017 to control 
key territories for drug and 
human trafficking. Appar- 
ently, one cell from a near- 
by town may have entered 
Reynosa to carry out the 
attacks. 

Olga Ruiz, whose 19-year- 
old brother Fernando Ruiz 
was killed by the gunmen, 
said her sibling was working 
as a plumber and bricklay- 
er in ad company owned by 
his stepfather to pay for his 
studies. 

"They killed him in cold 
blood, he and two of his 
companions,’ said Olga 
Ruiz, adding that the gun- 
men arrived where her 
brother was fixing a drain. 
‘They heard the gunshots 
from afar and my step- 
father told him: ‘son, you 
have to take shelter.’ So he 
asked permission to enter a 
house but my brother and 
his companions were only 
about to enter when the 
vehicles arrived," Ruiz said. 
‘They stopped in front of 
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Law enforcement officials say gunmen aboard a number of 
vehicles have staged attacks in several neighborhoods in the 


Mexican border city of Reynosa. 


them and started to shoot. 
On Saturday, authorities 
detained a person who 
was transporting two ap- 
parently kidnapped wom- 
en in the trunk of a car. 
Security is one of the great 
challenges facing the gov- 
ernment of President An- 
drées Manuel Lopez Obra- 
dor. He has assured Mexi- 
cans that he Is fighting the 
root causes of the violence 
and since the beginning 
of his administration in De- 
cember 2018, he has ad- 
vocated "hugs, not bullets" 
in dealing with criminals. 
He also says he is fighting 
corruption to stop the infil- 
tration of organized crime 
among authorities. 

But the violence continues. 
"Criminal organizations 
must receive a clear, ex- 
plicit and forceful signal 
from the Federal Govern- 
ment that there will be no 
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room for impunity, nor toler- 
ance for their reorehensi- 
ble criminal behavior," said 
Garcia Cabeza de Vaca 
of the rival National Action 
Party. ‘In my government 
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there will be no truce for 
the violent." 

But Garcia Cabeza de 
Vaca himself is being in- 
vestigated by the federal 
prosecutor's office for or- 
ganized crime and money 
laundering - accusations 
he says are part of plan by 
Lopez Obrador's govern- 
ment to attack him for be- 
iINg an opponent. 
Tamaulipas - the state 
where the Zetas_ cartel 
arose and where the Gulf 
Cartel continues to oper- 
ate - has seen several of 
its past governors from the 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party accused of corrup- 
tion and links to organized 
crime. One former gover- 
nor, Tomas Yarrington, was 
extradited to the United 
States from Italy in 2018 on 
drug trafficking charges.) 
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Luxury Townhouses, - price $ 347,000 
1,506 sq.ft - 3 bedrooms, - 2.5 bathrooms 
Luxury Villas - price $ 788,000 

2,345 sq.ft. - 3 bedrooms, - 3.5 bathrooms, 
- Private Pool, - Garage 





NEW CONSTRUCTION ACCORDING TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS, BUILT ON PROPERTY LAND! 
AUA Airport's air seat capacity climb continues as airlines continue 


to build summer network to meet growing demand 
Airlines to add over 125 flights to June and July AUA Airport flight schedules 


ORANJESTAD —- Aruba Airport Au-  fegion i-2021 a2-2021 ons a qy-2021 mg@waz gust, September quarter’; AUA 
i Unvted States 720 a9 et 27a Pe . 

thority N.V. (AAA), company that ae seu : og Pe apie Airport's Air Service Develooment 

manages and operates Queen _ istinamerica 15, 13,16 (ra) 12,34 gay Manager Mrs. Jo-Anne Meaux-Ar- 

Beatrix International Airport (AUA ae ae ra ana a pre ends. 

Airport) reports the following traffic tox 272.508 423.584 1.000 aa 7a1d 1a 240 

highlights: Seon - “= About Aruba Airport Authority N.V. 

e AUA airport to operate 80% of North America ° KLM added 3 extra weekly Aeropuerto Internacional Reina 
2019 pre-opandemic schedules * American Arjrlines increased flights for the peak summer Beatrix (AUA Airport) is one of the 


in June 2021. 

e All regions have taken an up- 
ward step this month. 

e Average outbound passenger 
load factor: 69.5%, Compared 
to 85% in 2019. 

° Services: 25 per day, com- 
pared to 35 in 2019. 


Airlines are adding new flight routes 
and reviving old ones, as leisure 
travel continues to return this sum- 
mer as the US national vaccination 


daily (7) service from Char- 
lotte to 3 daily flights (21) for 
the peak summer months June 
and July. 

e American Aijrlines resumed 1 
weekly Saturday service from 
La Guardia from June 12th. 

e United Aijrlines increased ser- 
vice from Washington from 3 
weekly to daily (7) service in 
June. 

e JetBlue to increase service 
from JFK from 14 to 17 weekly 


weeks from July 23 through Au- 
gust 15, 2021. 

e JTUI NL increased service from 
1 to 3 weekly from Amsterdam 
(via Cur) in June and plans to 
add an extra flight on Tuesdays 
starting July 6 through October 
2021. 

e TUI UK plans to restart 1 weekly 
year-round service from Gat- 
wick from July 7, 2021, subject 
to UK- Government next review 
of green list countries. 


busiest airoorts in the Caribbean 
region, contributing to process- 
ing over 1 million passengers per 
year. With 17 airlines operating into 
Aruba and providing air service to 
20 destinations worldwide, Aruba 
Airport is operationally solid which 
over 95% of all visitors are leisure 
guests, 88% from the United States 
& Canada, 4% from Latin Ameri- 
ca, 6% from Europe, and 2% from 
Dutch Caribbean, year to date, 
May 2021 Aruba Airoort Authority 


rate moves higher. flights in July. attributes this to its stable econom- 
According to schedules from Ciri- °° WestJet tentative restart date, AUA Airport continues to update ic and political climate, hospitable 
um combined with CAPA Fleet Da- November 6, 2021, with 2 theinformationoncertainmajorair- and multilingual population, and 


tabase seat configurations, AUA 
Airport Flight Schedules (translated 
into air seat capacity) for 3rd quar- 
ter and early winter 2021-2022 are 
still showing recovery rates of 83% 
and 94% of 2019 levels. 

The statistics reoresent AUA Aijr- 
port’s quarterly seat capacity (re- 
leased on June 7, 2021) by region. 
Note that schedules filed by airlines 
for the rest of the summer are regu- 
larly being trimmed. 

Latin America continues to have 
the deepest cuf among the re- 
gions. Nevertheless, it continues a 
modestly improving trend since the 
period between mid-April and late 


weekly service from Toronto. 

e Air Canada tentative restart 
date, September 11, 2021, with 
2 weekly service from Toronto. 


Latin America 

e Avianca plans to increase 
service from 4 to 5 weekly 
(Wednesday flight) from Bogo- 
ta for the peak summer months 
July — August. 


Europe 

¢ KLM to start daily service (now 
6 weekly) from Amsterdam (via 
Bon) in July. 





lines as they are able. Flight sched- 
ules are changing constantly and 
are subject to change at any time. 
Visit AUA Airport’s Flight Schedules 
oage for the summer schedule de- 
tails and latest confirmed schedule 
information received from its airline 
partners https://www.airportaru- 
ba.com/flight-schedules. 

The demand environment is un- 
questionably positive with our air- 
lines adding new destinations and 
capacity by increasing the fre- 
quency of flights. We are confident 
that we will see a return to relative 
high volumes in that key July, Au- 





safe environment. Aruba Airport 
Undergoes continuous upgrades 
to maintain its position as one of 
the region's most innovative air- 
ports. 

Learn more about what's happen- 
ing at Aruba International Airport 
by visiting Aeropuerto Internacio- 
nal Reina Beatrix, Aruba Interna- 
tional Airport (airportaruba.com) 
and connect with AUA on Twitter 
Queen Beatrix International Airport 
- Aruba (@ARUBA_AIRPORT) / Twit- 
ter and at Facebook Queen Bea- 
trix International Airoort - Startoa- 
gina | Facebook.) 





May. With Brazil, Argentina, and _—— 
Colombia having the highest num- 400,000 
ber of cases in South America. — | 
Overall Air Seat Capacity is likely z 
to be at 80% of pre-oandemiic lev- 300,008) sf 
els between June and September, 250,000 | | 
rising to 94% between November , | | 
and December, depending on Si ad | esis 
the success of the Latin America’s 150,000 = | “792 | mire 
vaccine program and multi-speed se ta | | ea hs 
travel market recovery, with over- ie 270942, Gacoie) (159288 Gysaisl Garcig [dei GGA aor | | Tease 
all winter traffic potentially at 75- $0,000 f" a. -_ oo. ee Mee ee ee 
100%. | LJ | | | | | | ees La 
Summer 202 | | Schedule High- Jan Feb Mar ADF May Jiu Jul FUR Sp (ct iar Let 
lights: B 2071 essed eer seat so sr tte l re i pokes viet fle hee 110,510 sete mediante 
e2020 141.016 135,388 98,572 792 1378 2,341 35,066 48,724 38,547 49,424 70.927 98.857 
Be2019 170,942 149,216 ISS 2788 8 86143,945 136,016 142,179 146,443 140,243 118,293 118,985 130,792 144,720 
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Harbour House Aruba officially open! 
80 % sold, construction in final phase: 
Harbour House Aruba is ready for you! 


ORANJESTAD — It was the official Grand 
Opening of Harbour House Aruba last 
Thursday, June 10th. The residence consist- 
ing of 94 units is located in the former Mar 
Azul building, right in the heart of Oranjes- 
tad. The two brothers Irwin J. Perret-Gentil 
and Alberto Perret-Gentil from PERING, one 
of the largest, privately-owned Real Estate 
and construction firms in Venezuela and 
Aruba, officially opened their new jewel in 
the presence of the invitees. 


Harbour House Aruba is the ultimate smart 
investment or personal living space. A state- 
of-the-art lobby, an ocean-view gym, bar ser- 
vice, rooftop with 360 degrees view of Oran- 
jestad, on-site parking, 24-hours security and a 
top floor lounge area with Jacuzzi's. Cherry on 
the cake: an infinity pool with a panorama on 
the harbour. 

Harbour House Aruba offers cosmopolitan 
living in a beach-chic environment. The resi- 
dence is fast-selling their studios, two-bedroom 
and three-bedroom units for many reasons 
but in a nutshell we can name: great location, 
great value for your money and great quality. 
To see exactly what still is available you may 
check the website which shows you a map 
with sold and open units. Updates on con- 
struction are also on forehand. When you live 
abroad stopping by to check upon your pur- 
chase Is not that simple, yet with the monthly 
Uodates on their website, it is a lot easier. 


Hottest condo in town 

Aruba Today talked to one of the owners 
from New York: “This is going to be the hottest 
condo building on the island because this is 
the very first thing people see when they ar- 
rive here by cruise ship and it is the only one 
combining the ocean, port and city. We feel 
so happy to be the owner here, also, the or- 
ganization is amazing. We are being accom- 
modated in every way, the attention you get 
is extraordinary.” 


Boardwalk 
Living here includes being part of Oranjestad 
and alll its benefits. Around the Harbour House 





building a boardwalk is constructed allowing 
you to stroll along the waterfront and enjoy a 
drink on a terrace or dive into the art gallery, 
souvenir store or even have dinner facing the 
atmospheric harbour of Oranjestad. 

The process of purchase is easy, whether you 
are abroad or on the island. Make an appoint- 
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THE SHOPS — 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Hungry Piranha 
Aruba Aloe | Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
MAGNET — Perfume, Jewelry & Cosmetics 
Coming Soon: Shalom Hair & Noils Bor 










ment through the website to visit the sales of- 
fice when you are here. In that way you can 
actually see the unit, materials and amenities. 
If you are not on the island the website can 
helo you out and the sales office is happy to 
send you all needed documentation for you 
to orientate. When agreed upon the unit you 
sign an agreement and move forward with 
the down payment which is $ 50.000. At re- 
ceiot of that amount the sales is closed and 
the price will not change. You know what you 
get and will not be surprised by price changes. 
The payment agreements after the deposit will 
be discussed and are flexible. Harbour House 
Aruba assist also in financing by banks. 


For more information: 
https://narbourhousearuba.com.L] 
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Stone Age Natives 





NOORD — Paleo Amerindian societies moved by land 
and sea (along the coasts). Their material legacy, which 
includes works in stone, bone, ivory and wood, is indica- 
tive of groups with a family, clan or tribal organization, 
who live by hunting, fishing and gathering, but are also 
engaged in artistic and cultural expressions and spiritual 
activities. 
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The cultural diversity and similarities of these groups can 
determine a lot regarding their origin and path used to 
reach Aruba. These characteristics reflected in the way 
that they buried their deaths. Their distinctive shovel 
teeth incisors, the peculiar shape of their bones, skulls 
and jaws, and their tool making abilities left behind as 
testimony of the part that have played in our history. 


Various archaic sites are present on our island. Some are 
stone quarries, shell maidens and gathering locations 
while others where single graves, family or clan cemeter- 
ies and other natural sites that offer great shelter. From 
burial sites we can obtain great information regarding 
these early peoples and specially though their bones. 
One of these single graves site was discovered aft Piedra 
di Wara wara, in 1976. Sabania Abao, Sta. Cruz. A single 
male having shovel incisors, Approx. 37 at age of death, 
laying North beneath a diorite bolder in a crouch or fetal 
position on his right side, cranium resting in right hand, 
microscopic red ocher pigment present on skull. 


The only way | suppose these people could have arrived 
was by sea, however if the sea level was lower in those 
days, they could have walked and jumped a steam or 
two. Canashito was one of these sites that these paleo 
natives liked a lot. One for its safety features, shelter of- 
fering caves and fresh water that could be collected for 
daily use. 
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Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 
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At Malmok cemetery, combinations 
of 2 graves at cross angles have been 
attested several times: they always 
contained a male and a female skel- 
eton. Unfortunately, only the sex of 
one grave at Canashito is known to 
be a male and one of the skeletons 
seems To be a short person. 


Three of the Canashito dead had 
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their head resting on hand, in a similar 
fashion as most of the paleo deads 
at the cemetery at Malmok and the 
grave at Piedra di Warawara. The 
burial cluster in Canashito is especial- 
ly interesting when compared to the 
cluster of Malmok. 

The Malmok site is situated at a dis- 
tance of 200 m South and 300 m 
north from the sea, parallel to a for- 
mer salina or salt -lake. The site shares 
its sandy subsoil with the salt-lake. 
Limestone is found below the sand 
in the site. This limestone is part of 
the Lower Terrace Formation. If was 
formed during a period of a rising sea 
level. The limestone emerged by the 
subsequent lowering of the sea level 
and tectonic uprising. Most of the 
area of the Malmok site is flat terrain 
near the salina.) 


To get to know more over Aruba’s 
and Its origins, its animals and culture, 
we highly recommend you to book 
your visit for ourrenowned cultural en- 
counter session has been entertain- 
INg Curious participants for decades. 


Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com 
to confirm your participation. Our fa- 
cilities and activities take place close 
to high rise hotels. 
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Liz Weston: How fo harness your HSA’s superpowers 


By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 

If you have a high-deduct- 
ible health insurance plan, 
a health savings account 
can helo you pay your 
medical bills. But HSAs have 
hidden superoowers that 
make them a great way 
for some people to create 
a tax-free pot of money for 
retirement or other long- 
term goals. In the right cir- 
cumstances, you can even 
use an HSA to helo your 
young adult children start 
saving for their futures. 

Not everyone is a good 
candidate for a high-de- 
ductible health insurance 
policy, however. The mini- 
mum deductible that qualli- 
fies you to use an HSA is 
$1,400 for individual cover- 
age or $2,800 for family cov- 
erage. Many plans ask you 
to contribute even more 
before coverage kicks in. If 
meeting the high deduct- 
ible would be a hardship, 
or cause you to scrimp on 
health care, youre prob- 
ably better off choosing 
a lower-deductible policy 
and skipping an HSA. 

If a high deductible policy 
is a good fit, youll need 
even more cash to take 
full advantage of an HSA: 
enough to pay the deduct- 
ible and other health care 
expenses out of your own 
pocket, without tapping 
the account. That's a pretty 


tall order, but you can still 
benefit from an HSA even if 
you have to spend some of 
the money along the way. 
Here are the four biggest 
advantages to an HSA. 
SUPERPOWER 1: YOU CAN 
GET TRIPLE TAX BENEFITS 
HSAs offer a rare triple tax 
break : your contributions 
are deductible, the money 
grows tax-deferred and 
withdrawals aren't taxed if 
you have qualified medical 
expenses. 

By contrast, withdraw- 
als from other tax-advan- 
taged accounts, such as 
401(k)s, are typically taxed 
as income. If withdrawals 
are tax-free — as they can 
be from Roth IRAs — you 
didn't get a tax break when 
you put the money in. 
SUPERPOWER 2: YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO SPEND THE MONEY 
Any unspent balances in 
your HSA can be rolled over 
from year to year. That's in 
contrast to flexible soend- 
ing accounts , another tax- 
advantaged way fo pay 
for medical expenses. FSAs 
require users to soend the 
money within a certain pe- 
riod or those contributions 
are forfeited. 

FSAs allow you to conitrib- 
ute $2,750 in 2021. Individu- 
als can contribute up to 
$3,600 to an HSA this year, 
while families Can put in 
up to $7,200, plus there's 
a $1,000 catch-up contri- 





This April 2017 file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz 
Weston, a columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet. 
com. 


bution for people 55 and 
older. 

HSA contributions can be 
invested — and that means 
your money can_ really 
grow. Even if you have to 
soend some of the money 
along the way, the tax-free 
growth can add up. 
SUPERPOWER 3: ANY WITH- 
DRAWAL COULD POTEN- 
TIALLY BE TAX-FREE 

As mentioned, withdrawals 
are tax-free If used for qual- 
ified medical expenses, in- 
cluding health insurance 
deductibles and copay- 
ments. The IRS maintains 
a list of eligible expenses 
ranging from acupuncture 
to X-rays. You can't double- 


Associated Press 


dio : Only eligible expenses 
that haven't been reim- 
bursed by another source, 
such as insurance or a flex- 
ible spending account, 
can justify a tax-free with- 
drawal. 

The key thing to know, how- 
ever, is that the IRS doesn't 
require you to incur the ex- 
pense in the same year you 
make the withdrawal. 

As long as the expense oc- 
curred after you opened 
and funded the HSA, your 
withdrawal can be tax-free 
even if it's years or decades 
later, says financial planner 
Kelley Long, a CPA, person- 
al financial specialist and 
consumer financial edu- 


cation advocate for the 
American Institute of CPAs. 
You just need to keep the 
receipts for the qualifying 
expenses in case you're Qu- 
dited by the IRS. 

“| call this the shoebox strat- 
egy, Long says. "Youre 
storing up your receipts be- 
cause there is no statute of 
limitations on when you re- 
imburse yourself for eligible 
expenses.. 

You'll want to guard against 
fading ink so you can actu- 
ally read the receipts years 
later, so Long recommends 
making digital copies. She 
takes a picture of her eli- 
gible receipts and _ stores 
them in folders labeled by 
the year. 

SUPERPOWER 4: YOU CAN 
JUMP-START YOUR KIDS' RE- 
TIREMENT 

Typically, you can't claim 
your children as depen- 
dents for tax purposes after 
they're 19, or 24 if they're 
college students. But many 
kids stay on their parents’ 
health insurance policies 
until they're 26, which gives 
parents a unique planning 
opportunity, says Mark Lus- 
combe, a principal analyst 
for Wolters Kluwer Tax & Ac- 
counting. 

A child who's not a depen- 
dent for tax purposes, but 
still on a parent's high-de- 
ductible health insurance, 
can set up their own indi- 
vidual HSA. (J 





Chinese banks promise fo step up cryplocurrency ban 


BEIJING (AP) — China's 
biggest banks promised 
Monday to refuse to help 
customers trade Bitcoin 
and other cryptocurren- 
cies after the central bank 
said executives were told 
to step up enforcement of 
a government ban. 
Regulators appear to worry 
that despite the 2013 ban 
on Chinese banks and 
other institutions handling 
cryptocurrencies, the state- 
run financial system might 
be indirectly exposed to 
risks. Beijing also worries us- 
ers might evade efforts to 
monitor and control the fi- 
nancial system. 

The four major state-owned 
commercial banks and 
payment service Alipay 
oromised to step up moni- 


toring of customers and 
block use of their accounts 
to buy or trade crypto-cur- 
rencies. 

“Customers are asked to be 
more aware of risks, safe- 
guard bank accounts and 
not to use virtual Currency- 
related transactions," Chi- 
na Construction Bank Ltd. 
said on its website. 

Similar promises were Is- 
sued by Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China 
Ltd., Bank of China Ltd., 
Agricultural Bank of China 
Lid., Postal Savings Bank of 
China Ltd. and Alipay, op- 
erated by Ant Group. 
Promoters of cryotocurren- 
cies say they allow ano- 
nymity and flexibility, but 
Chinese regulators warn 
that might aid money-laun- 


dering or other crimes. 
Bank executives were 
summoned to a meeting 
at which they were ques- 
tioned about their activities 
and told to "maintain finan- 
cial stability and security," 
the central bank said in a 
statement. 

It said cryptocurrency trad- 
ing ‘disrupts normal eco- 
nomic and financial order’ 
and can facilitate mon- 
ey laundering and other 
crime. 

Regulators tightened pro- 
hibitions against handling 
cryoptocurrencies in 2017 
and publicly reminded 
banks about their potential 
risks in May, possibly reflect- 
ing concern cryptocurren- 
cy mining and trading was 
continuing. 
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In this May 12, 2021, file photo, an advertisement of Bitcoin, one 
of the cryptocurrencies, is displayed on a tram in Hong Kong. 
Associated Press 


Regulators in several Chi- 
nese regions have ordered 
cryptocurrency mining op- 
erations to shut down. 

The Chinese central bank 


is developing an electron- 
ic version of the country's 
yuan that could be tracked 
and controlled by Beijing 
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I6nLONGPRL LOW 


One letter stands for another In this sample, Ais usec 
for the three Los, A for the two Gs. etc. Single letters. 
apostrophes, ibe length aod formation of the words 
are all duats., Each day the code letters are difterent. 


fi-22 CRYPTOQLOTE 
BRB G4A Gl HRBWE FBRIFMD C 
SBRRDZOIG EOA 1K MILOBIIL 


C Gs ON GB SA TLAAZILISBJIHT. 
ONCGO TT ©@f0 G1 KD. — KOCAC 
MERI 


Yesterday's Cryptoquote: ONC YOU BRING LIFE 
INTO THE WORLD. YOU MUST PROTECT IT. WE 


MUST PROPROT PP RY CRANGING THR WORKT.D- 
— ELIE WIESEL 






™ Time Share Resales + Realty 


Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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In this Nov. 20, 2020, file photo a U.S. Department of Homeland Security plaque is displayed a 
podium as international passengers arrive at Miami international Airport where they are screened 


by U.S. Customs and Border Protection in Miami. 


Associated Press 


Ransomware gangs get paid off 
as Officials struggle for fix 


BOSTON (AP) — If your business falls victim 
to ransomwoare and you want simple ad- 
vice on whether to pay the criminals, don't 
expect much help from the U.S. govern- 
ment. The answer is apt to be: It depends. 
"It is the position of the U.S. government 
that we strongly discourage the payment 
of ransoms," Eric Goldstein, a top cyberse- 
curity official in the Department of Home- 
land Security, told a congressional hearing 
last week. 

But paying carries no penalties and re- 
fusing would be almost suicidal for many 
companies, especially the small and me- 
dium-sized. Too many are unprepared. 
The consequences could also be dire for 
the nation itself. Recent high-profile extor- 
tive attacks led to runs on East Coast gas 
stations and threatened meat supplies. 
The dilemma has left public officials fum- 
bling about how to respond. In an initial 
step, bipartisan legislation in the works 
would mandate immediate federal re- 
porting of ransomware attacks to assist re- 
sponse, help identify the authors and even 
recoup ransoms, as the FBI did with most 
of the $4.4 million that Colonial Pipeline re- 
cently paid. 

Without additional action soon, however, 
experts say ransoms will continue to sky- 
rocket, financing better criminal intelli- 
gence-gathering and tools that only wors- 
en the global crime wave. 

President Joe Biden got no assurances 
from Russian President Vladimir Putin in Ge- 
neva last week that cybercriminals behind 
the attacks won't continue to enjoy safe 
harbor in Russia. Af minimum, Putin's secu- 
rity services tolerate them. At worst, they 
are working together. 

Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said 
this month that she is in favor of banning 
payments. But | don't know whether Con- 


gress or the president Is" in favor, she said. 
And as Goldstein reminded lawmakers, 
paying doesn't guarantee you'll get your 
data back or that sensitive stolen files won't 
end up for sale in darknet criminal forums. 
Even if the ransomware crooks keep their 
word, you'll be financing their next round 
of attacks. And you may just get hit again. 
In April, the then-top national security of- 
ficial in the Justice Department, John De- 
mers, was lukewarm toward banning pay- 
ments, saying If could put "us in a more ad- 
versarial posture vis-a-vis the victims, which 
is not where we want To be." 

Perhaps most vehement about a pay- 
ment ban are those who know ransom- 
ware criminals best — cybersecurity threat 
resoonde’rs. 

Lior Div, CEO of Boston-based Cyberea- 
son, considers them digital-age terrorists. 
"It is terrorism in a different form, a very 
modern one.” 

A 2015 British law prohibits U.K.-based insur- 
ance firms from reimbursing companies for 
the payment of terrorism ransoms, a mod- 
el some believe should be applied univer- 
sally to ransomware payments. 
"Ultimately, the terrorists stooped kidnap- 
ping people because they realized that 
they weren't going to get paid," said Adri- 
an Nish, threat intelligence chief at BAE 
Systems. 

U.S. law prohibits material support for ter- 
rorists, but the Justice Department in 2015 
waived the threat of criminal prosecution 
for citizens who pay terrorist ransoms. 
"There's a reason why that's a policy in ter- 
rorism cases: You give too much power to 
the adversary," said Brandon Valeriano, a 
Marine Corps University scholar and senior 
adviser to the Cyberspace Solarium Com- 
mission, a bipartisan body created by 
Congress. L] 
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For all Time -Share Owners 
On the Islands of Aruba 
Interested in sell your week 
Contact HTTA ( Halley Time 
Travel Aruba ) *Free Listings 
“Free Appraisal report 
“Transfer Ownership 
*Handle all legal documents 
36 Years Diong honest 
business 


La Cabana Beach & Casino 
1 BR WK 24 Room # 140 C 
Ground Floor Pool / Ocean 
View 

Saturday Check in : 

Price :$ 5,5K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Resort 

1 BR WK # 23 room # 3504 

1 BR WK # 24 room # 3202 

13 weeks remain each 7 ac- 
clerated 

$13 K both weeks or $7 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

Divi Travel Club 

Studio Silver ownership 
(Week 21 to 40 ) 

21 weeks remain 

Price :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 24 room # 2301 
3rd floor pool/ ocean view 
Price :$4,5 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR deluxe WK # 25 room 
#2547 

Top floor Ocean Front $7 K 
1 BR WK 26 and 27 room 
#2520 

Harbor / ocean view $5,5 K 
each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 24 Room # 2132 $ 
4.5K 

Ground floor harbor / ocean 
view 

1 BR WK #24 room # 2304 
Garden view $5 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Tierra Del 

Golf Course community gate 
3 bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 

Fully Furnished 

Golf course and Ocean View 
With Garage 

Price : $450 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

Golf course community gate 
4 Bedroom 3 Bath with pool 
Ocean view Fully Firnished 
Price :$700 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Cold Coast 
Cumminty gate 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath $ 300 K 
3 Bedroom , 2 Bath $500 K 
Fully furnished 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach World best beach 
Cummunity gate 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Ground floor Fully Furnished 
Price : $ 585 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach World best beach 
Cummunity gate 

3 Bedroom 2 Bath 

3 Bedroom 3 1/2 Bath 
Ground floor unit can be lock 
down 

Fully furnished 

Price : 800 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 











_Downtown — 


House For Sale 

Fixer upper 

In Savaneta the fisherman's 
town 

5 min walk to the ocean 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath on property 
land 

Price :$ 180 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Fixer upper 

In Savaneta the fisherman's 
town 

5 min walk to the ocean 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath on lease 
land 

Price : $160K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Alto Vista 

4 Bedroom , $500 K 

3 Bath with Pool 

8 Bedroom , $800K 

5 Bath with Pool 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 








IS MORE 


DUSHI 





Condo Oasiss 

Eagle Beach World best beach 
Cumminty gate 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Top Floor 
Ocean View Fully firnished 
Price: 650K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset Residence 

Eagle Beach World Best Beach 

Gated complex 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Fully Furnished 

Price : $ 380 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Vv HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha 
San Nicolas: 
Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


Tel. 583 4908 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Beyond ‘In the bsp colorism persists, eaeey addressed 


By ASTRID GALVAN 
Associated Press 

Every year, Hollywood inev- 
itably comes under criticism 
for its lack of racial diversity. 
But another lesser-known 
yet still pervasive problem 
also resurfaces: the lack of 
diversity in skin tone. 

It happened again with "In 
the Heights," a big-budget 
film based on the musical 
created by Lin-Manuel Mi- 
randa, which was called 
out this week for its dearth 
of dark-skinned, Black Lati- 
nos in leading roles. 
Colorism — or discrimina- 
tion against darker-skinned 
people within their same 
ethnic group — lurks deep 
among pretty much all 
communities with — vary- 
ing levels of melanin. But It 
doesn't get talked about, 
and that could be a set- 
back for the racial justice 
efforts that intensified after 
the police killing of George 
Floyd last year. 

Avoiding the conversation 
will hinder the battle for 
racial justice because the 
two are "fully and inextrica- 
bly linked," said Ellis P. Monk, 
Jr., a sociology professor at 
Harvard University who has 
been researching colorism 
for years. 

Monk says the issue is prev- 
alent in all communities of 
color and has been taboo 
in part because It's UuNcom- 
fortable to talk about inter- 
nal strife while also fighting 
against broader discrimi- 
nation based on race and 
ethnicity. 

‘In a way, colorism and 
skin tone stratification is an 
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Jon M. Chu, Stephanie Beatriz, Melissa Barrera, Leslie Grace and Jimmy Smits, from left, arrive at 
a screening of "In the Heights" during the Los Angeles Latino International Film Festival at TCL Chi- 
nese Theatre on Friday, June 4, 2021, in Los Angeles. 


even more difficult problem 
to fix because you could 
make the argument that 
everyone Is involved in the 
system of colorism," Monk 
said. "If we think about 
race and racial inequality 
without taking these skin 
tone differences seriously, 
then we're actually missing 
how this system of racial in- 
equality works." 

Miranda, best known as the 
creator of the Broadway 
musical "Hamilton" and a 
longtine champion of in- 
cluding Latinos in the arts, 
recognized his own short- 
sightedness in addressing 
colorism and issued an 
apology. 

‘| can hear the hurt and 
frustration, of feeling | still 
unseen in the feedback," 





In this Monday, Jan. 6, 2020, file Brora) U.S actor Will Smith 
poses for photographers during the photo call of "Bad Boys for 
Life," in Paris. 


Associated Press 


Miranda wrote. "| hear that 
without sufficient dark- 
skinned Afro-Latino repre- 
sentation, the work feels 
extractive of the commu- 
nity we wanted so much 
to represent with pride and 
Joy." 

The legendary Rita Moreno 
likewise turned introspec- 
tive on colorism after she 
faced backlash in her de- 
fense of Miranda when she 
implied that Latinos should 
be grateful they're being 
represented in any fashion. 
She has since apologized. 
There is little data that 
tracks discrimination based 
on skin tone, and therefore 
it is hard to quantify just 
how pervasive colorism is. 
But the studies that do ex- 
ist show that people with 


Associated Press 


darker skin have higher in- 
carceration rates, lower 
access to health care and 
education and live in poor- 
er neighborhoods, several 
experts say. 

Nayeli Chavez, a clinical 
osychologist and faculty at 
The Chicago School of Pro- 
fessional Psychology, has 
spent a decade looking 
into racial differences be- 
tween ethnic groups. 

"We have been socialized 
from childhood to look 
down on darker skin, on in- 
digenous features," Chavez 
sald. 

As a psychologist who has 
dedicated her career to 
helping people heal from 
racial trauma, Chavez sees 
how avoiding the topic 
of colorism is detrimental 


and says there is a false as- 
sumption in Latin America 
that because those plac- 
es were colonized and its 
people are of mixed races, 
there is no racism. 

The key to changing be- 
havior is by teaching history 
accurately and admitting 
that those biases exist. 
"Racial justice begins with 
Our own community. It lif- 
erally begins in our own 
families," Chavez said. "This 
is an area that there's so 
little about. We are barely 
like touching the tip of the 
iceberg." 

Nancy Lopez, a professor 
of sociology at the Univer- 
sity of New Mexico, said 
one way Latinos and other 
communities of color can 
begin to address colorism is 
by asking themselves a sim- 
ple question: what Is your 
‘Street race? 

Street race refers to the 
race someone assumes you 
are when youre walking 
down the street and they 
know nothing else about 
you. Take former President 
Barack Obama, who _ is 
half-white. Someone who 
saw him in the street would 
likely see him as Black — his 
street race. 

Lopez, who also directs and 
co-founded the Institute for 
the Study of "Race" and So- 
cial Justice at UNM, said the 
concept of street race af- 
fects family dynamics, too. 
Two siblings from the same 
parents may have different 
skin tones and therefore 
different experiences in 
how they're perceived and 
treated, Lopez said. L) 


Will Smith opening up, releasing 


memoir 'Will' in November 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Will 
Smith is ready to open up 
about his life story. 
Penguin Press announced 
Sunday that Smith will re- 
lease his memoir called 
"Will" on Nov. 9. The actor- 
rapper shared a photo 
of the book's cover art to 
more than 54 million of his 
followers on Instagram. 
Smith said he is ‘finally 
ready" to release’ the 
memoir after working on 
the book for two years. His 
book will be published by 


Penguin Press, an imprint 
of Penguin Random House 
and co-authored by Mark 
Manson, the author of "The 
Subtle Art of Not Giving a 
F(asterisk) ck." 

"It's been a labor of love," 
Smith said in his post. 

Smith will also narrate the 
audiobook of "Will from 
Penguin Random House 
Audio. 

"Will" looks to tell a story 
about Smith's life and ca- 
reer. The book will delve 
into him being raised in 


West Philadelohia to en- 
tering superstardom as an 
actor and rapper. 

He's a two-time Academy 
Award nominee and won 
a four-time Grammy win- 
ner. 

Smith starred in the "The 
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air." 
"Bad Boys," "Men in Black’ 
and ‘Pursuit of Happy- 
ness.’ He's won Grammys 
for "Summertime," "Men In 
Black," "Gettin' Jiggy Wit 
It" and "Parents Just Don't 
Understand.'L} 
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By MIKE CORDER 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Mem- 
ohis Depay scored one, 
he set up Georginio Wijnal- 
dum for the next two, and 
the Netherlands made it 
three out of three. 

The Dutch team com- 
pleted the group stage at 
the European Champion- 
ship with a 3-0 victory over 
North Macedonia on Mon- 
day, the second team at 
the tournament after Italy 
to win all three of its open- 
ing matches. 

Memphis, who signed for 
Barcelona on _ Saturday, 
scored the first goal after 
a slick counterattack in 
the 24th minute. He then 
passed to Wijnaldum for a 
tap-in goal in the 51st, and 
seven minutes later goal- 
keeper Stole Dimitrievski 
saved a shot from Memphis 
that Wijnaldum put into the 
roof of the net off the re- 
bound. 

Free from worrying about 
completing his move from 
Lyon to Barcelona, Mem- 
ohis could concentrate on 
the match in front of him. 

‘| don't want to say it was 





in my head," Depay said. 
"But of Course it was in the 
background.” 

Barcelona came close to 
signing Wijnaldum, too, 
but he ultimately chose to 
move from Liverpool to Par- 
is Saint-Germain. 


The Netherlands had al- 
ready won the group be- 
fore the match and North 
Macedonia was already 
eliminated after losing its 
first two matches at its first 
major tournament. 

The match at the Johan 
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Depay, Wijnaldum score, Netherlands beats NMacedonia 3-0 


Georginio Wijnaldum of the Netherlands, left, and Memphis Depay of the Netherlands celebrate 
after scoring their team second goal during the Euro 2020 soccer championship group C match 


between The Netherlands and North Macedonia at the Johan Cruyff ArenA in Amsterdam, Neth- 
erlands, Monday, June 21, 2021. 
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Cruyff Arena was the 122nd 
and last international for 
North Macedonia captain 
Goran Pandev. His team- 
mates formed a guard of 
honor and the crowd gave 
him a standing ovation as 
he was substituted in the 


69th minute. 

‘| can only say | am happy 
to work with such a cap- 
tain for five and a half years 
and | thank Goran Pandev 
for all he has done for soc- 
cer in Macedonia," said 
North Macedonia coach 
Igor Angelovski whose 
contract with the national 
team expires netx month. 
North Macedonia created 
the best chances before 
Depay’'s goal. 

Ivan Trickovski slid a shot 
low into the corner of the 
net in the ninth minute, but 
the goal was ruled out for 
offside. And in the 22nd, 
Aleksandar Trajkovski hit 
the post with a shot from 
outside the box after being 
set up by Pandey. 

The Dutch took the lead 
two minutes later. Daley 
Blind tackled Pandev just 
outside the Dutch penalty 
area and the Netherlands 
new attacking  partner- 
shio of Donyell Malen and 
Depay exchanged passes 
twice in a swift counterat- 
tack that ended with De- 
pay shooting low past Dimi- 
trievski. LJ 





Bird, Taurasi earn spots on fifth US Olympic basketball team 
r 


By DOUG FEINBERG 

AP Basketball Writer 

Sue Bird and Diana Taurasi 
will try and become the 
first five-time Olympic gold 
medalists in basketball as 
they lead the U.S women's 
team at the Tokyo Games. 
The duo was selected for 
their fifth Olympics on Mon- 
day, joining Teresa Edwards 
as the only basketball play- 
ers In U.S. history to play in 
five. Edwards won four gold 
medals and a bronze in her 
illustrious Olympic career. 
‘It's just been a tremen- 
dous journey when you 
think about playing for that 
long,’ Taurasi said. "We're 
trying to take it to the next 
generation. Focused on 
what we have to do to 
come home with gold. Tre- 
mendous competition like 
no other because of CO- 
VID, the delay of the Olym- 
pics. We're really focused 
on winning gold." 

There have been five inter- 
national basketball players 
to play in five Olympics: 
Spain's Juan Carlos Navar- 


ro, Brazil's Adriana Moises 
Pinto and Oscar Schmidt, 
Australia's Andrew Gaze 
and Puerto Rico's Teofilo 
Cruz. 

The 40-year-old Bird and 
39-year-old Taurasi will lead 
a veteran group in Japan, 
including 6-foot-6 Sylvia 
Fowles, who will be playing 
in her fourth Olympics. Tina 
Charles will be in her third 
while 6-8 Brittney Griner 
and Breanna Stewart are 
back for a second time. 
There will also be six new- 
comers to the Olympic 
stage led by reigning WNBA 
MVP. A'jja Wilson. The Las 
Vegas Aces star helped the 
U.S. win the World Champi- 
onship in 2018 in Spain. Oth- 
ers making their Olympic 
debuts are Skylar Diggins- 
Smith, Chelsea Gray, Ariel 
Atkins, Jewell Loyd and Na- 
oheesa Collier. 

"Happy for the roster we 
have. There's a great mix 
of very experienced play- 
ers to first-time Olympians," 
said Dawn. Staley, who 
will be the first Black head 


coach of the team. "You 
need a good mix especially 
if youre going to take care 
of winning a gold medal 
today and what the future 
looks like." 

Two former WNBA MVPs 
who didn't make the roster 
were Elena Delle Donne 
and Nneka Ogwumike. 
Delle Donne hasnt played 
all season as she's recover- 
ing from back surgery. Og- 
wumike has been sidelined 
with a left knee sprained 
suffered earlier this month. 
She was expected fo return 
around the WNBA's Olym- 
pic break next month. 

Both players were on the 
World Championship team 
that won gold in 2018 and 
Ogwmuike has been to 
nearly every U.S. training 
camp over the last few 
years. She's the only former 
WNBA MVP not to make an 
Olympic roster. 

“Breaks my heart that Nneka 
isn't on this team," Staley 
said. "Having to make a de- 
cision today, if we had to 
make a decision a month 





United States' Diana Taurasi celebrates after making a three- 
point basket during the gold medal basketball game against 
Spain at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 
this Saturday, Aug. 20, 2016, file photo. 


from now I'm sure she'd be 
healthy. This was one of the 
things she wanted to do. ... 
She's been a great voice 
IN Our training camp and 
practices. We're going to 
definitely miss Nneka." 

The Americans have won 
the last six consecutive 
gold medals, not drop- 
ping a game at the Olym- 
pics since 1992. Staley has 
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been a part of five of those 
teams, three as a player 
and two as an assistant. 
She was honored fo be the 
first Black coach to lead 
the U.S. 

"| think is is something to be 
proud of. It also allows other 
doors to be open and op- 
portunities for other Black 
coaches fo hold these po- 
sitions," Staley said. LJ 
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Rahm finds perspective to go with passion and wins a U.S. Open 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Jon 
Rahm's road to becom- 
ing a U.S. Open champion 
might have started with a 
pair of bogeys. 

It ended with a pair of bird- 
ies at Torrey Pines that will 
be far more memorable. In 
the previous 120 editions of 
the U.S. Open, no one had 
ever birdied the last two 
holes for a one-shot victory. 
The resulf was pure eupho- 
ria for Rahm, a 26-year-old 
Spaniard known for power 
and passion, and it's the 
latter that always got more 
attention. 

That's what took him back 
to a month ago at Kiawah 
Island. He struck the ball as 
well as ever and got noth- 
ing out of it. He finished 
the third round of the PGA 
Championship with back- 
to-back bogeys and Rahm 
was fuming when he was 
asked to meet with the me- 
dia. 

He was short. He was an- 
gry. And he'd had enough 
of being both. 

His emotions heloed as 
much as they hurt in lead- 
ing him to 11. victories 
worldwide. But he was a 
new father, and he felt a 
greater responsibility. 

| know | can perform at my 
best without showing my 
frustration so much. | made 
that deal with myself after 
the third round of the PGA," 
Rahm said Sunday. "| wasn't 
happy with how | ended, 
and | could have handled 
it better. And | vowed to 
myself to be a better role 





Jon Rahm, of Spain, holds the champions trophy for photographers after the final round of the U.S. 
Open Golf Championship, Sunday, June 20, 2021, at Torrey Pines Golf Course in San Diego. 


model for my son. He won't 
remember any of this be- 
cause he's only 10 weeks 
old. But | do." 

Nothing was sweeter than 
seeing Rahm take infant 
son Kepa into his arms as 
he walked off the 18th 
green Sunday after an 18- 
foot birdie putt that made 
him a major champion 
and added a chapter fo 
the short history of the U.S. 
Open at Torrey Pines. 

It wasn't as big as Tiger 
Woods making a 12-foot 
birdie to force a playoff in 
2008. If won't be forgotten, 
either. 

"Little man, you have no 
idea what this means right 
now,’ Rahm said to his son 
on the practice range 
when his one-shot victory 


over Louis Oosthuizen was 
SeCUre. 

There was wonderment in 
his voice. 

It was that change in per- 
spective at Kiawah Island 
that he feels led to a clos- 
ing 68 in the PGA, and 
an unprompted apology 
when he signed his card. 
‘Its OK to be upset, and I'm 
never going to judge my- 
self for being upsef," Rahm 
said that day. “But | will 
judge myself if | don't con- 
duct myself properly." 

He thrives on emotions, and 
they were in full view when 
he made the 25-foot birdie 
putt on the 17th hole fo tie 
for the lead and the win- 
ning putt on the 18th. 

But what he carried across 
the South Course was a 
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positive outlook. 

It's what he had at the Me- 
morial when he was build- 
ing a six-shot lead after 54 
holes, and when It was tak- 
en away from him by two 
men wearing masks behind 
the 18th green as they told 
him he had a positive CO- 
VID-19 test and was out of 
the tournament. 

The statement he posted 
that night sounded script- 
ed at the time. It was closer 
to raw truth with that shiny 
U.S. Open trophy at his side: 
"This is one of those things 
that happen in life, one of 
those moments where how 
we respond to a setback 
defines us as people." 

He even watched the final 
round of the Memorial on 
Tv: 
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“He's won two tournaments 
in a row. | don't care what 
anyone says. He had that 
title,” Rory Mcllroy said. 
Rahm never looked aft it 
that way. He has lived with 
the risk of COVID-19 for 
more than a year, and lost 
a friend, Jose Manual Cor- 
tizas, a sports reporter from 
Bilbao, Spain, who fell in 
love with golf while cover- 
ing Rahm. 

"This is the power of posi- 
tive thinking,” Rahm. said. 
"| was never resentful for 
one second for what hap- 
opened. And | dont blame 
anybody. It's been a diffi- 
cult year, and unfortunate- 
ly COVID is a reality in this 
world, and it's affected a 
lot of people." 

Mclilroy was among sev- 
eral contenders who lost 
their way on the back nine 
Sunday, and one of four 
players who made double 
bogeys that cleared the 
stage for Rahm and Oost- 
huizen. 

Mcllroy was quick to point 
out that someone would 
have to be ina good place 
mentally to bounce back 
from such a setback. 

"But he obviously knew his 
game was there," Mcllroy 
said. "And he just had to go 
out and play the way he 
knows he can." 

With passion. With purpose. 
With birdies. 

Two major champions 
heloed along the way. 
Rahm said Padraig Har- 
rington and Nick Faldo 
reached out after his 
positive test to share their 
stories.) 
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New York Giants NFL football quarterback Eli Manning an- 
nounces his retirement in East Rutherford, N.J., in this Friday, Jan. 


24, 2020, file photo. 
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EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 
— Eli Manning has a new 
job with the New York Gi- 
ants. 

The two-time Super Bowl 
MVP. is rejoining the orga- 
nization to work in business 
opportunities and fan initia- 
tives. 

The Giants announced the 
hiring Monday, roughly 18 
months after Manning re- 
tired following the 2019 
season. 

"For 16 seasons, Eli repre- 
sented and defined what 
it meant to be a Giant and 
we are excited for him to 


with business, fan roles 


join the business side of 
our front office," team co- 
owner and chief executive 
John Mara said. "Eli is one 
of the most beloved play- 
ers in Giants history. We 
had a mutual interest in 
him returning to the organi- 
zation and we're thrilled to 
welcome him back." 

Manning, who set most of 
the Giants passing records, 
will helo with — initiatives 
stretching across business 
development, marketing 
and community and cor- 
porate relations. He will 
also collaborate on original 


content development and 
fan engagement activa- 
tions, including a new life- 
style series premiering this 
fall. 

Manning played a Giants- 
record 236 regular-season 
games — plus 12 more in 
the playoffs — without ever 
missing one because of an 
injury. 

On Sept. 26, Manning will 
be inducted into the GI- 
ants’ Ring of Honor and 
will have his No. 10 jersey 
retired during a_ special 
halftime ceremony of their 
game against Atlanta.) 


